Leukocyte migration inhibition by a specific antigen in human typhoid fever.
Cellular reactivity to heat-killed Salmonella typhi antigen was investigated by the leukocyte migration inhibition (LMI) method in 33 S. typhi infected patients and in 32 control persons. In the typhoid group a statistically significant LMI was observed as compared to the members of the control group. A correlation was found between the level of the cellular sensitivity and the time elapsed between onset of the disease and performance of the test. Previous typhoid vaccination had no influence on the LMI. No correlation was found between the agglutinin titres and the sensitivity demonstrated by the LMI test. The value of the method in studies of cellular immunity in typhoid fever is discussed.